[Characterization of expression of the apoptosis associated PF18-3 molecule in thymocyte apoptosis following ConA activation].
The expression pattern of McAb PF18-3 recognized molecule in activation induced thymocyte apoptosis was analysed. Results indicated that following activation by ConA, thymocytes underwent activation induced apoptosis identified by delayed production of DNA ladder and TUNEL positive staining of thymocytes in late stage of activation. PF18-3 molecule was found to express specifically in subset of apoptotic thymocytes with diploid. Kinetic comparison of expression between PF18-3 molecule and Fas or translocated membrane phospholipid suggested that PF18-3 molecule is different from them and likely to be a novel molecule related to thymocyte apoptosis.